
Book Design Awards 
Presentation

February 12, 2025

Special thanks to Chronicle Books for hosting 

the Book Design Awards judging in San Francisco.



Judging Criteria

Format
Is the format of the book appropriate to the content? Does it support or enhance the 
value or reading experience in this category?

Layout
Do the page layouts present the content clearly and consistently throughout? Is the 
design appropriate to the genre? Does it enhance the reader experience in any way?

Typography
Does the typography reflect the content of the book? Is it easy to read, and attractive in 
a design sense without being cluttered?

Cover
Would you reach for it in a bookstore or library? Is it attractive to potential readers of 
the book’s topic, and a good reflection of the tone and content? And does it work well in 
both physical and online marketplaces?

Materials
Do the materials suit the content? Do they support or enhance the value or reading 
experience in this category?

Production 
Quality

Are the printing and binding clean and professional? Is the paper a good quality match 
for the title/category?



ADULT TRADE BOOK –
 ILLUSTRATED GOLD: The Language of Trees – Tin House

Designer/Production Manager:
  Beth Steidle

Printer: Lake Book Manufacturing

SILVER: Bowlarama: The Architecture of 
Mid-Century Bowling – Angel City Press at 
the Los Angeles Public Library

Designer: Amy Inouye

Printer: Friesens

BRONZE: Into the Thaw – Patagonia

Designer: Christina Speed

Production Manager: Sonia Moore

Printer: Friesens

OUR JUDGES SAID: The physicality of the book is 
compelling. It looks magical. The "tree typography" is so 
cool. Showcases expected imagery in really unexpected 
ways. Like the whole package.



ADULT TRADE NONFICTION –
 NON-ILLUSTRATED

GOLD: The Lives of Saint Nikodemos of the 
Holy Mountain, Saint Makarios of Corinth, 
Saint Athanasios Parios – Newrome Press

Designer/Production Manager:
  Fr. Michael Monos

Printer: Shenzhen Caimei Printing

SILVER: Flow Engineering – IT Revolution

Designers: Julianna Johnson and
  Kate Giambrone

Production Manager: Leah Brown

BRONZE: Alone Time – Rockpool Publishing

Designer: Sara Lindberg

Production Manager: Megan Cosgrove

Printer: RR Donnelley Asia Printing

OUR JUDGES SAID: Beautiful all-over package - the 
texture, foil, deboss. Type treatment aligns with topic. 
Good use of two-color printing. Would definitely catch 
your eye/stand out on the shelf.



ADULT TRADE FICTION –
 NON-ILLUSTRATED

GOLD: Yr Dead – McSweeney's

Designer/Production Manager:
  Sunra Thompson

Printer: Friesens

SILVER: The Half-Life of Guilt –
  University of New Mexico Press

Designer/Production Manager:
  Felicia Cedillos

Printer: Sheridan Books

OUR JUDGES SAID: Exceptional use of color 
treatment, foil, and cut-outs. Readable and 
breathable.



CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOK GOLD: Let’s Go! – Greystone Kids

Designer: Sara Gillingham

Production Manager: Andrea Damiani

Printer: Reliance Printing Shenzhen

SILVER: Mushrooms Know –
  Greystone Kids

Designer: Sara Gillingham

Production Manager: Andrea Damiani

Printer: Reliance Printing Shenzhen

SILVER: This Table – Greystone Kids

Designer: Sara Gillingham

Production Manager: Andrea Damiani

Printer: Reliance Printing Shenzhen

OUR JUDGES SAID: Beautifully presented - layout 
(double-page spreads), cool end papers, engaging 
illustration style (evocative of E.J. Keats). Popular 
activity through the Cree-Métis lens. Unanimous 
winner!



CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE

GOLD: Ghostly, Ghastly Tales: Frights to 
Tell at Night – Gibbs Smith Publishing

Designer: Renee Bond

Production Manager: Felix Gregorio

Printer: RR Donnelley Asia Printing

OUR JUDGES SAID: Eye-catching, fun glow-in-
the-dark cover. Interior images and layout very 
engaging without being very commercial.



GRAPHIC NOVEL / MANGA GOLD: Between Two Sounds: Arvo Pärt’s 
Journey to His Musical Language –
  Plough Publishing House

Designer: Joonas Sildre

Production Manager: Peter Alexander

Printer: Versa Press

SILVER: Bog Myrtle – Annick Press

Designer: Rachel Nam

Production Manager: Heather Davies

BRONZE: Ruth Asawa: An Artist Takes 
Shape – Getty Publications

Designer: Dani Grossman

Production Manager:
  Michelle Woo Deemer

Printer: C&C Offset Printing

OUR JUDGES SAID: Excellent use of color. 
Sophisticated, clear design. Effective cover treatment.



ACADEMIC / REFERENCE / 
NON-TRADE

GOLD: Queer World Making: 
Contemporary Middle Eastern Diasporic 
Art – University of Washington Press

Designer: Mindy Basinger Hill

Printer: Books International

BRONZE: Milk Into Cheese –
  Chelsea Green Publishing

Designer: Melissa Jacobson

Production Manager: Rebecca Springer

Printer: Versa Press

OUR JUDGES SAID: The carefully considered design 
elements stand out from other academic-reference 
books.



HOW-TO / CRAFTS
GOLD: Crafting Paper Flowers –
  C&T Publishing

Designer: April Mostek

Production Manager: Tim Manibusan

Printer: Midas Printing

BRONZE: Flower Farming for Profit –
  Chelsea Green Publishing

Designer: Melissa Jacobson

Production Manager: Natalie Wallace

Printer: Versa Press

OUR JUDGES SAID: Clean, contemporary aesthetic 
entices readers to try the craft.



COOKBOOK
GOLD: Modernist Bread at Home –
  The Cooking Lab

Designer: Rosebud Eustace

Production Manager: Stephanie Swane

Printer: NCK Limited

SILVER: The Vibrant Hong Kong Table –
  Chronicle Books LLC

Designer: Wynne Au-Yeung

Production Managers: Tera Killip and
  Steve Kim

Printer: Replica Press Pvt. Ltd.

BRONZE: Feasts of Good Fortune –
  Sasquatch Books

Designer: Anna Goldstein

Production Manager: Peggy Gannon

Printer: Artin Printing

OUR JUDGES SAID: Expert layout. Takes and 
synthesizes complex details. Sensory and evocative.



PHOTOGRAPHY
GOLD: Uta Barth: Peripheral Vision –
  J. Paul Getty Museum

Designer: Jim Drobka

Production Manager:
  Michelle Woo Deemer

Printer: Raff & Cantz Druck GmbH

BRONZE: Camo – Chronicle Chroma - an 
imprint of Chronicle Books LLC

Designer: Alexandria Martinez

Production Manager: Freesia Blizard

Printer: Toppan Leefung Printing

BRONZE: Patagonia National Park: Chile –
  Patagonia

Designer: Jurgen Sandoval

Production Manager: Sonia Moore

Printer: Sheridan Worzalla

OUR JUDGES SAID: Beautiful reproduction of subtle 
photography.



ART / DESIGN GOLD: Vincent Valdez: Just a Dream... –
  X Artists' Books

Designer: Bob Faust

Printer: OGM Printing

SILVER: Black, Queer, and Untold –
  Levine Querido

Designer: Jon Key

Production Manager: Freesia Blizard

Printer: RR Donnelley

BRONZE: Cats in Art – Tra Publishing

Designers: Jefferson Quintana, Sabine 
Houplain Conception graphique, Sophie 
Della Corte

Production Manager: Chris Hemesath

Printer: Artron Art Group

OUR JUDGES SAID: Art that spans time - both 
modern and 300 years old. Experiential.



BODY, MIND, AND WELLNESS
GOLD: The World of Italian Folk Magic –
  Rockpool Publishing

Designer: Sara Lindberg

Production Manager: Megan Cosgrove

Printer: Hangtai Printing Company Limited

SILVER: Living Astrology –
  Gibbs Smith Publishing

Designer: Amy Sly | The Sly Studio

Production Manager: Felix Gregorio

Printer: RR Donnelley Asia Printing

OUR JUDGES SAID: A beautiful package. Love the 
trimsize. Fantastic "extras" - spot gloss, end 
papers, painted. Very dynamic - great use of two-
color printing to create strong impact. “It makes 
me want to read it.”



SHORT STORIES / POETRY / 
ANTHOLOGIES

GOLD: A Mouth Holds Many Things –
  Fonograf Editions

Designer/Production Manager: Dao Strom

Printer: Col-Tab Inc.

SILVER: Lunulae –
  Wake Forest University Press

Designer: Nathan Moehlmann

Production Manager: Alex Muller

Printer: Friesens

BRONZE: A Passing West –
  University of New Mexico Press

Designer/Production Manager:
  Isaac Morris

Printer: Sheridan Books

OUR JUDGES SAID: A nice package. Good use of 
materials (cover). Elegant with unexpected 
elements.



GIFT / HOLIDAY / SPECIALTY GOLD: Field Notes from a Fungi Forager –
  Sasquatch Books

Designer: Anna Goldstein

Production Manager: Peggy Gannon

Printer: C&C Offset Printing

SILVER: Boss Beauty –
  The Collective Book Studio

Designer: Rachel Lopez Metzger

Production Manager: Chris Hemesath

Printer: Reliance Printing Shenzhen

BRONZE: Monday Night Mocktails –
  The Collective Book Studio

Designer: Rachel Lopez Metzger

Production Manager: Chris Hemesath

Printer: Reliance Printing Shenzhen

OUR JUDGES SAID: Beautiful treatment and 
illustrations.



KIDS – SPECIAL FORMAT GOLD: Where Is My Nose? – Tra Publishing

Designer: Jefferson Quintana

Production Manager: Chris Hemesath

Printer: Reliance Printing Shenzhen

SILVER: Our Friend Earth –
  The Collective Book Studio

Designers: AJ Hansen and
Rachel Lopez Metzger

Production Manager: Chris Hemesath

Printer: Reliance Printing Shenzhen

BRONZE: Little Boos on the Loose –
  Hazy Dell Press

Designer: Amy Keck 

Production Manager: Heather Dixon

Printer: Asia Pacific Offset

OUR JUDGES SAID: Clever use of space, rich in 
subtlety. Color and shape are wonderful.



LIMITED / DELUXE EDITION

GOLD: IKONS: The Beauty of Fine Minerals –
  The Mineralogical Record

Designer: Kathleen Wise

Production Manager: Lorna Johnson

Printed in China

SILVER: Leaves of Grass – McSweeney’s

Designers: Annie Dills and Sunra Thompson

Production Manager: Sunra Thompson

Printer: Toppan Printing

OUR JUDGES SAID: Stunning. Luxe. Unique for the 
category. Beautiful photography and type. 
Painted edges pull it all together. The attention to 
detail is immaculate.



ADULT SIDELINES / NOVELTY

GOLD: Radiant Rainbows Deck –
  Gibbs Smith Publishing

Designers: Jessica Swift and Virginia Snow

Production Manager: Felix Gregorio

Printer: Cheong Ming Press

OUR JUDGES SAID: Deluxe package. Thematically 
interesting, different take on the rainbow theme. 
Well executed.



COVER – SMALL FORMAT GOLD: The World of Italian Folk Magic –
  Rockpool Publishing

Designer: Sara Lindberg

Production Manager: Megan Cosgrove

Printer: Hangtai Printing Company Limited

SILVER: The Wound Is the Place the Light 
Enters – Texas Tech University Press

Designer: Hannah Gaskamp

Production Manager: Joanna Conrad

Printer: Lightning Source

BRONZE: Lunulae –
  Wake Forest University Press

Designer: Nathan Moehlmann

Production Manager: Alex Muller

Printer: Friesens

OUR JUDGES SAID: The cover and package are graphic 
and colorful. It checks all the boxes, and the cover 
completes and informs the package. It would be 
irresistible on a table or shelf.



COVER – LARGE FORMAT
GOLD: Poetry in Motion – True North Editions

Designer: Kate Jordahl

Production Manager:
  Giuseppe Scarpelli - Longo AG SpA

Printer: Longo AG SpA

SILVER: Into the Thaw – Patagonia

Designer: Christina Speed

Production Manager: Sonia Moore

Printer: Friesens

BRONZE: Munsell Trees – RIT Press

Designer: Marnie Soom

Production Manager: Alexandra Hoff

Printer: Seaber Turner Associates

BRONZE: Broken Boxes –
  University of New Mexico Press

Designer/Production Manager: Isaac Morris

Printer: Friesens

OUR JUDGES SAID: An extraordinary cover image 
married with incredible design and production. A 
standout in every way, which harkens back to the 
elegance of fine art book publishing.



JUDGES CHOICE
GOLD: Leaves of Grass – McSweeney’s

Designers:
  Annie Dills and Sunra Thompson

Production Manager: Sunra Thompson

Printer: Toppan Printing

Honorable Mention: Poetry in Motion –
  True North Editions

Designer: Kate Jordahl

Production Manager:
  Giuseppe Scarpelli - Longo AG SpA

Printer: Longo AG SpA

OUR JUDGES SAID: Leaves of Grass stood out the most 
purely in terms of design and production. From the slipcase 
to the cases of the books there was a clear concept in 
place. The foil and the laser cut on the cases were 
immaculate. The typography is clean, modern and still 
evokes the content in a smart way. The interiors of the 
books are clean and beautiful and add to the whole 
package. This was the item everyone wanted to take home.

OUR JUDGES SAID: Poetry in Motion showcases the 
best in high-end art, photography, and gift 
publishing, with a striking cover wrapping front 
cover to back, the finest materials, high-quality 
reproductions, and an overall beautiful package.



DIVERSE VOICES 
DESIGN AWARD

GOLD: Black, Queer, and Untold –
  Levine Querido

Author/Designer: Jon Key

Production Manager: Freesia Blizard

Printer: RR Donnelley

OUR JUDGES SAID: The goal of this new PubWest 
award is to recognize, uplift, and celebrate 
excellent design and publishing by people from 
marginalized groups. We are thrilled to recognize 
Jon Key, artist, designer, and author of this 
phenomenal book that recognizes and celebrates 
so many diverse artists who preceded and inspired 
him. In so doing, he has exemplified the spirit that 
we sought to honor. Highly recommended!
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